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2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Disposition of Claims 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 6, 9, 12, 15-19, 22, 25, 28, 29, 32, 35, 36, 39, 42, 43, 46 and 49 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maruyama et al. (US 6,385,389 B1) in view 
of Ando et al (2001/0046371 A1). 

Regarding Claim 1, Maruyama et al. teaches a computer readable medium having a 
data structure for managing reproduction of at least still images recorded on the computer 
readable medium, comprising: 

• a data area storing a first stream file and a second stream file, the first stream file 
including video data reproducing at least one still image, the second stream file including 
audio data (in at least Figs. 3 and 8 - video and audio data areas; Figs. 6A,B - 
reproduction of video comprising still pictures and audio); and 

• a playlist area storing at least one playlist file (in at least Fig. 16, video title set 
information having program chain information table; Col. 20, lines 20-44), 

• wherein the at least one playitem includes an indicator indicating whether to display the 
at least one still image for one of a finite and an infinite period of time (Col. 1 6, lines 56+ 
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- the conventional displaying of duration indicates whether to display for certain duration 
as displayed; Col. 15, lines 31-38). 

Maruyama et al. fails to explicitly teach the at least one playlist file including at least one 
playitem and at least one sub-playitem, the at least one playitem indicating an in-point and an 
out-point that point to positions on a time axis of in the first stream file for reproducing the at 
least one still image, the at least one sub-playitem indicating an in-point and an out-point that 
point to positions on a time axis of the second stream file for reproducing the audio data. Ando 
et al. teaches teach the at least one playlist file including at least one playitem and at least one 
sub-playitem (Figs. 7-10, 12, 28A,B and 43-48 - PGC or UDPGC having still picture and audio 
entry points) , the at least one playitem indicating an in-point and an out-point that point to 
positions on a time axis of in the first stream file for reproducing the at least one still image 
(Figs. 7-10, 12, 28A,B - still picture entry points per time), the at least one sub-playitem 
indicating an in-point and an out-point that point to positions on a time axis of the second stream 
file for reproducing the audio data (Figs. 28A,B, 43-48 - audio entry points per time). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have such respective video and audio entry points so as to allow user facilitation of 
playback at desired starting or stopping (last stop/pause) points (Ando et al. in at least 
Paragraph 166). 

Regarding Claim 6, Maruyama et al. teaches the computer readable medium of claim 4, 
but fails to explicitly teach claim 6. Ando teaches wherein the at least one playitem field (Figs. 
7-10, 12, 28A,B and 43-48) further includes duration information indicating a duration for 
displaying the at least one still image (Figs. 6A-time chart points; 7-10, 12, 28A,B and 43-48). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have such respective video and audio entry points so as to allow user facilitation of 
playback at desired starting or stopping (last stop/pause) points (Ando et al. in at least 
Paragraph 166) whereby such points show duration. 

Regarding Claim 9, Maruyama et al. teaches the computer readable medium of claim 4, 
but fails to explicitly teach claim 9. Ando teaches wherein the at least one playitem field (Figs. 
7-10, 12, 28A,B and 43-48) includes identifiers identifying a clip of data including the at least 
one still image (Figs. 7-10, 12, 28A,B and 43-48). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have such respective video and audio entry points so as to allow user facilitation of 
playback at desired starting or stopping (last stop/pause) points (Ando et al. in at least 
Paragraph 166). 

Regarding Claim 12, Maruyama et al. teaches the computer readable medium of claim 
11, wherein the at least one playlist file further includes mark information, and the mark 
information includes a mark pointing to the at least one still image (Fig. 33 - the PGC contains 
management information having a search pointer of a PGC correlating to a cell (Fig. 27) 
containing a VOBU). 

Regarding Claim 15, Maruyama et al. teaches a method of reproducing a data structure 
for managing reproduction of at least still images recorded on a recording medium, comprising: 
• reproducing a first stream file and a second stream file, the first stream file including 
video data reproducing at least one still image, the second stream file including audio 
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data (in at least Figs. 3 and 8 - video and audio data areas; Figs. 6A,B - reproduction of 
still pictures and audio); and 
• wherein the at least one playitem includes an indicator indicating whether to display the 
at least one still image for one of a finite and an infinite period of time (Col. 16, lines 56+ 
- the conventional displaying of duration indicates whether to display for certain duration 
as displayed; Col. 15, lines 31-38). 

Maruyama et al. fails to explicitly teach the at least one playlist file including at least one 
playitem and at least one sub-playitem, the at least one playitem indicating an in-point and an 
out-point that point to positions on a time axis of in the first stream file for reproducing the at 
least one still image, the at least one sub-playitem indicating an in-point and an out-point that 
point to positions on a time axis of the second stream file for reproducing the audio data. Ando 
et al. teaches teach the at least one playlist file including at least one playitem and at least one 
sub-playitem (Figs. 7-10, 12, 28A,B and 43-48 - PGC or UDPGC having still picture and audio 
entry points) , the at least one playitem indicating an in-point and an out-point that point to 
positions on a time axis of in the first stream file for reproducing the at least one still image 
(Figs. 7-10, 12, 28A,B - still picture entry points per time), the at least one sub-playitem 
indicating an in-point and an out-point that point to positions on a time axis of the second stream 
file for reproducing the audio data (Figs. 28A,B, 43-48 - audio entry points per time). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have such respective video and audio entry points so as to allow user facilitation of 
playback at desired starting or stopping (last stop/pause) points (Ando et al. in at least 
Paragraph 166). 

Regarding Claims 16, 17 and 18 are rejected under the same grounds as claim 15/ 
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Regarding Claim 19, Maruyama et al. teaches the computer readable medium of claim 
1, wherein the first stream file is separate from the second stream file (in at least Figs. 3 and 8, 
video and audio area separate). 

Claims 22, 29, 36 and 43 are rejected under the same grounds as claim 19. 
Claims 25, 32, 39 and 46 are rejected under the same grounds as claim 6. 
Claims 28, 35, 42 and 49 are rejected under the same grounds as claim 9. 

Conclusion 

1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to MICHAEL CHOI whose telephone number is (571) 272-9594. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9am - 5:30pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Michael Choi 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



